13                       THE APOLOGY.

1'ubhc e\- Human nature being uhat it is, \\& need not feel much
asperation hurprjsecj that the day of reckoning should have come at
iast- People might have put up with Socrates himself1;
but, unfortunately, his example had raised a host of irm-
tatoi s. For the young men v ho had leisure to attend him,
and who naturally belonged in the mam to the upper classes,
had begun to turn against their elders the weapons of nega-
tive dialectic, uhich they had learnt to use during their
intercourse with Socrates. This was the thing which brought
public indignation to a climax. There was an outcry raised
that the young men were being ruined, and that the person
who was ruining them was Socrates. It needed now only
that someone should take the initiative in attacking him, for
all classes m the community had been annoyed and offended
in turn.

Anjtus. Prominent at this time (B.C. 399) among the leadeis of the
restored democracy was Anytus, \\ho had fought and suf-
fered in the cause of the people. We need not listen to the
scandal of Scholiasts and of late Greek writers, by whom his
character has been assailed. It is enough that by the con-
fession of Plato, corroborated by the negative testimony of
Xenophon, Anytus was a perfectly respectable person, and in
fact a fairly favourable specimen of the democratic states-
man. To this man Socrates had unfortunately given offence
by saying that it ill became his position in the state to bring
up his son to the family trade of a tanner. Anytus may
have been animated to some extent by personal motives:
but it is quite intelligible that he conceived himself to be
acting on public grounds, and that he sincerely believed
Socrates to be a very mischievous person. This conviction
is not likely to have been diminished by the fact that the
political leanings of Socrates were rather to the aristocratic
side, as manifested by a theoretical admiration for the cus-
toms and institutions of Sparta2. Besides which, Critias, the
bloodthirsty inaugurator of the recent reign of terror at
Athens, had at one time been prominent among the dis-
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